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Eu, Plain FR” Fantiiir Diſcourſe concerning GO Ng: 
"ME NT. : Whetein :t 3s Debated, Whether Mo ated 


or a Common-wealth be beſt for 1 the People.” "m1 


HE Sabject of this Diſcourſe | is Gouernment : With an Enquiry, \ uct 

is the beſt Form of - it. 1 ſhall noramuſe the Reader wirh- curio : tary 

fercht Notions; bat deliver plain and eaftc Things. Andiuch as att? 

within all Mens knowledge, it they will but rake the pains to conlide ri et _ 

Suppoling therefore that a People were at full Liberty 40 chooſe a Gover nt.” 

the. Queftion is, What kind ot Government might be recommcededagl nn. 

5. as the beſt for then) 2 Whether: a Kingdom, or a Common: wealth > 'Y Ricks 

EZ "thebetter rorefolve, | muſt clear the way by a tew Obſeryations. , 4 - = ho 
Ho .. Obferve firſt, That the- Queſtion is not, which of theſe Governtnems is: 

= . plyandotit ſelf rhe beſt ; bur which is belt tor Them +-that is, for the 


Phe 


25H thatate now.to-chooſe ir,. and that are to live in it or under it. "Iris the A wi. 
= themſelves; and net theSpeCtators, that we deſire-1o Content. And we ken wy 
a Country Dance may be mote pleaſant tothem that dance it, wheaperia $ 


a"French Dapce would pleale the Lookers on berter. In'our Plantations; 101 


... they have great ee gry, on 00 het Work, one may-iee'y ry. 1 os 
7 &$, Arc much þ + 94 
- eartyon their Work wo Fa berrer, a {lates ace ro of ads oy, ID 
6. Servants. But yet you fhall never verge theſe hired Servants: co-be 
= Slaves. For itisbertcr for Them to beas they ate : and as it is their Maſte ers bn 
FS. «+ xereſt to have them his Slaves,. and the Plantarion would thereby: prodocy 
= clear more : o it.is Their Intereſt co continue Free-men.” Nor muſt y 
/ them '( out of | Hobbs ) that Slavery is a Condition s' fort ei orgs FI 
+3 Fetheconrrary. Where a Common belongs to divers People, One | 
"0 = - by ſee, and likewiſe may eaſily convince the. People, that this Land as 4 - 
"S - managed to.much more advantage, if it were in one mans hand: Bur L 
# Fe NY they therefore give up the Land to one man,:. and. part with their:Commt =p d 
> :They will as foon part-with their Eyes ;'& being clearly: agaiaſt"eheir Tine 
» Porto it benever ſo untoward to have] 
5 *#ouki be Mmuth worſe for themſclves,ro bee! 
A = 3; -Ectme makeoneorher Inſtance. A great mymber of Merchants ( Authority & 
>. cxrrang,) joyn ina Company for carryingd Jn a; Trade$ke the Ex#-India or ; 
- 27 Company. And this Trade they. manage by a Committee; OF ſele&1] Je 
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* may be great Objeftions made againſt chis way: and they may bs told, 
” thata fingleP*rion might manage the Aﬀair much better. But they will at 
{wer, that in this mater they muſt conſule their own Intereſt: which they 
think will be beſt ſecured, if they a& themſelves, or by cheir immediace Truſtees, 
And fince this {ingle Perſon mult be well paid for his paias, they had rather rhe 
Advantages he expetts ſhould be ſhared among them/elves. This in amore 
eſpecial manner will be the ſenſe of the Chict among them : who are, or hope 
ro be, of the Ruling Committee. And even thoſe that cannot hope to he of 
It, will yetbe well fatisfied, that they ſhall have a hand in appointing thoſe thar 
are. T hey willtherefore be hardly pertwaded to put the power out of their 
own.bands. And they will conclude, That it is more to their Adyantageto 
take theirown Management with all ics faults, than to truft One man with all : 
tho perhaps he may do better for them, than they can do themſelves. Ariſtotle 
affirms, that a good 'King is better than a Common-wealth :* thats, as ir muſt 
be underſtood, in ir (elt, and in the Efftefts and Event. Becauſe ſuch a King 
may make {wifter Advances, than any Common wealth can do. -Burſorely ir 
isa plain loſs and prejudiceto a People, who had the Government in their own 
hands, to have ittaken from them, . to be put into the beſt hand that ever was. 
Asa fingle Perſon would be a great loſer by being deveſted of the Government, 
tho itbe given to One who will Govern much better. T hus tho ir ſhould be 
granted, that Sultan Solyman is a much; better Prince than Sultan Mahomet, ( as 
for any thing. we can.learn , there is not a pin tochooſle ); yer tis a loſs ro M2- 
homet to be Depoſed. Hecannot Hunt as hedid, nor have ſomany fair Wo- 
men, nor ſtrangle the B2ſſu's at his.pleaſure. and many other Advantapes ne 
now wants, which before he enjoyed. It appears therefore, that what is beſt 
in it (elf, may be warlefor the People. - For whatever Government is beſt in ir 
ſelf, it is plainly beſt for the people: that the peuple Govern, or have the Go- 
vernment among themſel ves. . We ſce however,that Ariftot/e had a great opt- 
nion of a good King. Bur, faith the ſame Author, a good King is(b rarely to 
be found, and a bad one is ſo pernicious-and deſtrutive ; that Wile menthini 
it beſt to take up with the mediocrity of a Common-wealth. 
 Obſervelikewiſe, That the Queftion.is not, Whethrr it he better to be un- 
der a King, or under a Common-wealth. For this isnot worth the diſpuring. 
And the thing depends upon the diſpoſicion ofthole that Govern, T here-bave 
been Tyrannical Kings, and there have been Tyrannical Republiques : and 
there have been Kings and Republiques that have heen good to their Subjefts. 
If we look upon the preſent Times, I think it cannot be ſaid, that any of the 
Chriſtian Kings now Ruling, give their Subjefts cauſe ro complain : rhe French 
and ſome Italians excepted. And as for the Republiques 3 the Saiffes have dt- 
vers places under them by Conqueſt, ſome of which are ſubje& to all the Can- 
tons, and Others to ſome of them « and they live in as good acondition, as the 
condition of SubjeCts can be. So likewiſe the Dutch have conquered ſome parts 
of Brabant, and other places: - and-the people there haye fair-Quarter. Irs 
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| rue, .they bear great Burdens, the neceffiriesof the State requiring it z bur ſince ' - © 
they fare no worſe chan le Maſters, it muſt be confel chey are well uſed. * 
And the great Confluence of Strangers to thoſe Provinces, there tolive and 
ſertle, is allo a ſign of a good and pleaſing Government. Alſo wecannot find, 
bur that the People of .Corfica live cafily and happily under the Geroveſes. The 
Venetians, I confeſs, are accounted hard Maſters. Burt they arenot to EF -7 
with a certain Unchriſtian King 3 whoſe Goyctament isthe greateſt Oppection, 
that ever rhe World knew. There was neverany Governmert in the World, 
that made ſo many people miſcrable. And ir would amaze one to think, 
that ſo great, ſo brave, and ſonoble a Nation, ſhould be brought under ſuch 
horrid ſervicude, and made univerlally ſuch Drudges and Beggars. Iris allo 
very plain and evideat, that the Venetians Government is much better and 
more pleaſing than the Popes. T heir Territories joyn : andare of cqual good- 
neſs in themielves. Butthat of Venice is infinitely in better condition : which 
can be imputed to nothing elſe, but to thetr better Goyernment. On the Ve- 
netian ſide, you ſee a Country well cultivated, and full of People, and every 
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; way ficuriſhing and proſperous. But if you puſs on intothe Pope's Dominions, 
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you ſec nothing there but delolation and beggery. Dr. Burnet, a very curious 
and judicious Oblerver, hath madcthis Obtlervation : and all that Travel thar . 
way, cannot but obſerye the ſame. Ir iscafily faid,Better one Maſter than many z 
and it may be ſaid as calily, Better one Landlord than many Laydlords. But yer 
we (ce, that Tenants for the moſt parrlive much caſter under many Landlords, 
(1 mcan Colledges and Corporations ), than uader One. Bur ( as I ſaid be- 
tore') the Queſtion is not, which of theſe ir isbeſtto be under 3 One or Many, 
a Kingdom or a Common-wealth : but rhe'Queſtion is, Whether it ' be better 
to beunder a King, or of a Common-wealth. I ſuppoſe I need not labour te 
make ir out, that tob2under a Government, and of a Government, are two 
| very different things. And whatever Inconveniences may be fear'd or fancv'd 
kd in being under a Government, ſure in beingot it there cannot be ſo much dan- 
4 oer. A Veſſel of Water may cruſh that that is under it ; but the parts of that 
ah do not prels one another, but lie all at caſe. In a 'Monarchy the King 
| is over all, and all others are his Subjects and Servants. - And therefore who 


ever lives ina Monarchy, muſt be under ir, except he be King. So likewiſe 

' in an Oligarchy ( which 1s an ill-ordered Common-wealth ) where a few men' 
enpgrols the whole Power, excluding the reſt; thoſe few men are over, andthe 
reſi areunder. But in a well-ordered Common-wealth [ wherein, tho it be 
an Ariſtocracy, and the Chiet Men Govern ( as indted they ought) yet none 
are excluded 3 and where thoſe Chict Men riſe by conſent of the reſt, and any 
one may come tobe one of thele Chict Men]; in ſuch a State, the common 
Liberty makesthem all Peers, fo thatthere is none under nor over. And ſince 
every one hath part of the Supreme Power, he is no more under another,than 
that other isnnder Him. | Like Poles in a Cops, tho ſome are bigger -and 
higher than others, yet none are over; and- their Heads or Tops do al! ftand 
clear. And as for the Common-wealth in general; asit hathbeen iaid already, 
they-arc not.under it bur of it, 
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Obſerye alſo, that *cis loſt abour to talk ro People of Liberty and ,.Com- - 

mand, fave only to thoſe that are fit for them. and, ſuch are not eyery where 
' to be fond. for there are divers People of a {crvile diſpoſition, that are cut 

out for Slavcry, and for nothing elle : Genus homtinum ſervituti natum, as one 

fays of them. And thele are no way capable of a noble Condition, or (o 
much as a noble T honght. Such kind of Cartel the Cappadocians were of old, 

in the leſſer Afia : of whom Strabo tells us this Story : The People of Cappado- 

cia, ſaith he, were for a long time under the Protection of the Romans ; and 
were very faithful ro them, both They and their Kings ! Bur ar laſt their King 
dying withont Heirs, and the Royal Race being extinct, they ſent to the Se- 
nate of Rome to provide them of a Government. After Cont1deration, the Se- 
nate return'd this Anſwer : T hart out of their great Good Will to the Cappudo- 
cian People, and for a reward of their Fidelity and conſtant Services ; they 

would free them from the Yoke they had tecn under, and would make thgm a 

Free State. T his did not plcale the Cappadocins at all. So they ſent a {econd 

Meſſage to ſignify, That they had been under Kings time out of mind, and de- 

fired {o to continue: and plainly that they could not live without Kingly Go- 

vernment. Wherefore they humbly bclought the Senate to give them a King. 

Fhe Senate wonder'd they ſhould be ſuch beaſtly Fools, as to prefer Subjeftion 

defore Liberry ; but ftnce it was their humour, they thought good to comply 

with it, and they did give them a King. This is the effcCt of the Story :. which 

Lapply thus. Where there .is a Peoplc of this Cappadocian Wir and Spirit, it 

sas much in vain to recommend Liberty to chem, as to Horſes and Mules, of 
t -. fuch otherBeaſts, whom Nature hath ordain*d-for Service and Drudgery. 
| Moreover we muſt oblerye and con{1der, that ro Mcn of Senſe, nothing. is 

fwecter than Liberty, nothing more harſh than ro be under the Power of others. 

And they would neyer content to this later, if meer Necellity did not drive 

them to it : there being no other way to ſecure themlelves from violence. 

For unleſs they ſubmitted toa common Power, that might protet them trom 

one another as well as from Strangers, they nauſt be 1n a perpetual State of 
. War and Hoftility, and every mans hand would be againſt every man. 

There is therefore an ablolute neceſſity that there ſhould be a Government. 

But yet Wiſe men do all they can, to keep the Stafft in fome meaſure in their 

own hands : and they will be yery caretul, how they let go, and where they 
place, this great Power: and they will rather keep it and cautiouſly diſtribute tr 

among themſciyes ; then giye up all at once, irreyocably, roOne Man and his 
Poſterity.. : 

-Theſe things are ſpoken, you will ſay, as if Government were founded up- 
on the Peoples Conſent. They 'are fo; and all ſober Men hold, that Govern- 
ment is ſo founded. In particular, the judicious Hogker faies expreſly, That 
there is no lawful Power, but by the immediate Appointment of God, or the 
Conſent of the People. Thav Repnblicks are-eſtabliſht upon Conſent, is plain, 
and eyident. In_Monarchics the thing is more obſcure. and. it muſt be _— 

| that 


a -- % : I'S JOgIs D 


3 


thar moſt of them are primarily, founded. upon. Farce and. Fraud. ek 1 
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there isalſoa ſubſequent conſent, when People dare*not refuſe to pive it.” As - 

for Paternal Power, 'it-is an lnveacion of Layd's Diſciples: 1 mearche Arminian 

Clergy of England, who have been for thele many years the great. Promoters 
| of Tyranny and Oppreſſon. Burt in all the World beſide, Paternal Power is 
to this purpole was never heard nor dream'd of. Nor is it indeed poſſible that 
this Power Paternal ſhould -be the Original of Government. For admitting 


that by rhe Law of Nature the Father hath abſolute Power over his Children > | 
yet vzhen the Father dies, there's an end of Patcrnal Power. Ualeſs you will 
ſay, that the Eldeſt Son hath then' the Itke abſolute Power over his Bro- 
thers and Siſterss and his-Mother likewiſe: which it 15 madaels to affirm. Burt 
you muſt alſo afirmrand maintain, that when ihe Eldeſt Son dies, the Heir of 
his Body (whether it be a Boy or a Girl) rmu@have the ſame Power over the 
Uncles : which is a further Madnels. . Morcover cyven while the Father lives, 


# 
| his Reign hath many Weakneſſes. 'Firit of all his Witc is ſubjeC& to him as to 


a Husband, but not as to a Soycreign. And his Daughters are ſubje&t ro him 

before they are Married, but not after. Allo when hepermirs his Sons to Mar- 

ry, hedoth as good as bid them be Mcn of themſelves; and be Fathers of Fa- 

milies, even as He is. And what Dominion can he claim oycr his Sons Wiyes 

eſpecially after their-Husbands die, and they Marry. cilewhere. Beſides, if 

this Father havea Father, or an Elder Brother, .or any Elder Branch of his F . 

mily ; the Childrens Allegiance (according-ro this Doctriac)mull be ,dye "ra 

Fhem, and hot to. their own Father. Thus we ſce, that the Opinion -that 

would make Paternal Power the Eoundatioa of Government, hasir felf-no 

Foundation. | | . 

' Having now premilſed theſe Oblervations, we may-now fall upon the: prin; 

cipal Matter: Which is ro Enquire, whether. Monarchy -or a Commonwealth 

be berter for the People. and which of theſgwere 'to b2 preterr'd, ittthey, 

as had their free Choice. The People here: meant, are 'the People of a: great 
and large Country 3 which contains in it many lefler Countries, and- many 

4 Cirics.” But to ſhorten the Buiuneſls, and tomake ic calic and plainceyento the 
| meaneſt Capacities ; ler. us conſider, which of theſe two Governments. were 
beſt for a City. For that which. is belt for 'a City, 1s beſt for a Countrey- I 
preſume the Reader cannot bur be fenſible, that the very putting this Queſtion 

- &ecides the Matter. For it can be anſwer'd but one way. It being the voice 
of all Mandkind, that tor a City the Republican Form 1s belt : that is, to be a 
* Body Corporate, and to have the Goyerament among tacmſclves.. Which 
is in cffeR, 10 bea Commonwealth. And.therefore. where-cver there areg.Li-* 
berties or Priviledges granied to a City; they .chicfly confilt in this, that the 
People be under the Form-of a: Republick. Which alſo-makes the difference 
between -/City and a Village. And this is done for the Encouragement. of: 
Trade. Which: 1s of that-mighty importance to a State, and ſo great anad- 

vancerof Wealth and /Power,: that | Soveraigns think- themiclves nuich co 

| | cern'd ro-encourage-it. And they would not-rchus, every where, tavourthoic 
iS chat_manage it (that is, the Cities). with: ſertling chem in the Form of Repub» 
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them. 

'But we will acknowledge that the World is miſtaken in this Praftice, it good 
Reaſons can be brought againſt ir. + Ler us therefore hear, what Arguments the 
admirers of Monarchy will uſe, to perſwade a Ciry to Monarchical Goyern- 
Mmentr. 

They will ay, it is a brave thing for One Man to Command All ; and to 
have this Power to Him and his Heirs. I confeſs*tis brave for Hina that has it, 
buc not for Them that are ſubjett to it. Alſo whatever this Perſon be himſelf, 
his Hcirs may be raſh, or Fools, or Children, or as bad as bad can be. 

Theywillfay hewill keep a Noble Court, and live at a great Expence. But 
theſe Expences muſt be maintainedby the Labours and Mileries of the People. 

They will ſay that a weak Prince may have a Wiſe Councel. But who 
ſhall chooſe them? For ſurely the chooling a Wiſe Conncel, is a great poinr 
cf Wiſdom. | 

They will fay that though a Prince be none of the beſt himſelf, yet he may 
hearken to good Advice. Bur whodates give it? For it isthe Rule, never co give 
any advicetoa Prince, nor let fall a-word before himybut what ſhall be pleating. 

'hough the Prince tollow hisPlealures, o they, yet he may have thoſe un- 
der him that will rakecare of his Buſineſs. But the Princes Buſinels is another 

Mans Buſineſs, and they will intent accordingly.” Whereas in a Common- 
wealch, Men in Publick Buſineſs intznd it as if it were their own. For indeed 
it is ſo. 30097 -4 | 

They will talk much of the Pomp-and ſplendor of Monarchy. But wiſe Men 
| p50” og deere that feels wellzkefore One that ſhews well. And withal a 
epublick may be ſo ordered, as tohave very fine ſhews to pleaſe Fools. 

They will reply and fay, thar nothing can compare with the Glories of a 
Crowned Hcad. But whoeverwears the Crown, *cis more than an even Wa- 
ger, that Prieſts or Whores will fway the Scepter.. | | 

A Prince, they will tell us, muſt have a numerous Houſhold : and *cwill be 
a fine Preferment to be his Servams. Bur thoſe Services will he hard roger : and 
*ris mean and baſe to be Servarit toany man : and Kings Servants are the great- 


 eſtSlayes in Nature: Jn che Policick Wacchouſe in Parnaſſus, Beccalini relates, 


there were amongſt other things moſt curious Packſaddles. One ask'd the 
meaning of thoſe tine things, and what they werefor. He was told they were 
for Courtiers backs : whocould never bear the hard Servitude they wereunder, 
if they bad not very cui ious Pack({addles. E | 
- However, they will fay. *cis a brave thing to have the Princes Favour. But 
then *ris as (ad toloſe it: and withal *tisvery flippety, and ſoon loſt. Alfo ir 
is commonly gotten by baſe Arts : more eſpecially by ſerving the Princes Vices. 
If he love Wine, they muſt drink with him: if he love Drolling,they muſt turn 
: "if he love Women, they mult be Pimpsand Panders : it heſove Mony, 
; 24 muft be his roma ang and if he love-Blood, they muſt be his 
lood-hounds. yer rhe groficſt and moſt impudentFlarcerers, ns goo 
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They will ſay a Prince may be affiſted by able Miniſters. Butthele will mind © + 
- > nothing {bur feathering their own Neſs, and will buy and fell their Maſter. - 
They apply them(elves,above all ocher Mengo make Hay while the Sun | 

A Prince, ſay. they, ca :not lee every thing himſelt, and therefore will find. 
meansto be inform'd by others. But he (hall nor hear a true word in a years time.” 

They will give us great Aflurances, that the Prince will be -kind to us if we - »-- 
deſerve it. But we had rather nor need his kindnels, and bes in condition ro be © 
kind ro Our lelves. 4 | 

They will promile that the Prince ſhall ule os well. Bur tis ſad to conſider, 
that he may uſe us ill. Oi : 

The gocd Example of a King will do mnch good. But his bad Example will 
do more hurt. For more will follow the bad Examples: which alſo come oftener. 

'Tisa Kings Duty-(they will lay) and likewiſe his advantage, ro pramotethe 
Publick Intereſt. Bat he hath commonly. By-lncereſts of his own : which 
thwart the Publick, and which are dearer to him. 

They will ayow, that *cisthe perteCtion of Monarchy to have the King ab- 
ſolute. Yer if this donot pleaſe, ir may be fo temper'd, that the People may | 
have great Liberties even under a King. But who ever ſtands up for theſe Lt 
berries is in great danger to be ruin'd ; and whoever helps to beat 'them down, 
or undermines them, or betrays them, is in the way to Preferment. Such aGo- 
vernment isa W raſtling Match berween the King and the People. If He throw 
Them, he will cruſh them to dirt; it They:throw Him, they muſt cry him 
mercy, and be ſorry they hurt him, and help.-him up again. | 

They will ſay alſo, that to the common People Monarchy and a Common? 
wealth are little different. For *cis the {uboxdinate Magiſtrates that the Peopl 
are moſt concern'd . with, being rnmedigtely-govern'd. by them: and: theſe: 
muſt be in a Commonwealth, as well asin:aManarchy. But in a Comman- 
wealth they are choſen by Our Selves,ina Monarchy they are impoſed upon us. 
Whence it follows, that in a Commonwealthwe arc always govern'd by thoſe - | 
we love 3 bur too often in a-M<cnarchy by thoſe we hate, and who conſequear- 
ly bate Us : for Hatred is ſeldom loſt. Which Condition is mention'd in. Scrip- 
rure, as one of the greateſt of Curſes. They that hated them, ruled over theme. 

Many other fine Abgneoa may be offer'd co the People of a City, to in- 
duce than to ſet: up Monarchy. Bue the thing is ſo uncouth, and fo much 
aoainſt the hair, that they will neyer beperſwaded-to ir. If they ſhould, what 
{ad work would it make. Suppoſe the City of London ſhould have a Prince, os 
an Hereditary Lord Mayor with Regal Power: This Mayor dies: agg biden 
a young Spark, comes in Ins place : wich Fayourites and Companions as grave = 
as himſelf. Who, as young as they are, can help him to ſing 04d Roſe. * And - © 
theſe Gallants muſt have the Publick - Sock and Revenue at their Command 
and muſt. put in, and kick our, all Officers and Magiſtrates ar their pleaſure” = | 
Were not the City like to be bggyely Govern'd? Here perhaps you will ſay,ghat © - + ©! 
the Government-of. the City 1s a thing thar requires Perſonal Abilities: and | 
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therefore none mult have it, bur thoſe are far for it. And doth not the. Fo 
Goyernment of a Nation regyirethe fame2. WS 4 ub: 
| | | : 43 
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